FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
or were there other reasons for his inactivity? The issue
now was far more personal. Then the country had been
in imminent danger, now the danger seemed to be
threatening him personally. He himself probably real-
ized that with him the Jacobin Republic would fall,
but to the average man this was not immediately
perceptible. Cambon and BiUaud-Varenne—both far
above the average in intelligence—failed to realize it,
and would later regretfully say that, had they known,
they would never have helped to overthrow him.
Robespierre hesitated to organize a rebellion on what
seemed largely a personal issue. He had denied and had
kept on denying that he was striving for a dictatorship.
To have made use now of the armed forces of the
Commune could have been given no other interpreta-
tion. So he resolved to trust to oratory alone, knowing
full well that the odds were greatly against him.
There is at the Carnavalet a proclamation addressed
to the Section of Pikes, on which, together with other
signatures, appear the first two letters of Robespierre's
name. Around this document there has been woven an
interesting legend. It was claimed that it was a call to
arms addressed by the Commune to the sections on the
night of the 9th of Thermidor. Robespierre, asked to
sign it, was supposed to have picked up a pen, but
having written the first two letters of his name, to have
thrown it down again, preferring to perish rather than
to march upon the Convention.
The iconoclastic Mathiez has definitely proved that
the legend has no foundation in fact. The document
was one of many similar documents sent out to the
sections on that fateful night, and the minutes of the
Section of Pikes prove that it was duly received. The
unfinished signature was due to the prevailing confu-
sion. The spots on the paper—supposed to have been
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